
30 November 2020 

 

Dear Dr. Greene, 

 

Thank you for your outstanding leadership as ARC President and for allowing AAUW CHAR to 

participate in the education of our young students. 

 

In particular, your programs helped ARC students exceed national norms allowing the success of our 

scholarship program for single parents and you paved the way for our AAUW @ ARC Student Club that 

began under your auspices in 2018.  Because of your programs and support, AAUW CHAR awarded 73 

scholarships to Single Parents with a total program value of $50,300, our first AAUW @ ARC Student 

Club President, Samantha Brady, attended the National Conference for College Women Student 

Leaders (NCCWSL), the nation’s premier conference for college women.   
 

With the cooperation of your ARC staff (Kirsten DuBray and Debra Hildred), we completed our first 

research study on Single Parent Student Outcomes.  This is the first of several annual studies to come. 

You will be pleased to know our study shows ARC Students far exceeded national norms for 

achievement.  At the end of this report are photos and comments from our scholarship recipients from 

2016 through 2020.  

 

Our AAUW @ ARC students under President Elizabeth Adam are working with AAUW Student Clubs at 

CSUS and UCDavis to produce programs that help women achieve.  At the end of this report are 

photographs of our current AAUW @ ARC club officers, ARC staff advisors, and past student 

presidents.   

 

Congratulations on your good work, and best wishes for your future work in life. 

 

Lee Battershell  

Lee Battershell, President – AAUW CHAR 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

Executive Summary 

This Research Study records the positive results of the American River College Single Parent Scholarship 
student outcomes.  With Dr. Greene’s approval, this program was implemented with the full cooperation 
and support of the ARC Staff (Kirsten Dubray and  Debra Hildreth - Philanthropy), and AAUW CHAR (Lee 
Battershell - President). 
 
ARC enrolls an average of 1,700 single parents each year.  National norms show that only 28% will complete 
a degree, 60% will live at the poverty level, and 40% will drop out due to child care costs.  
 
To assist the Single Parent in their pursuit of an education, AAUW CHAR/ARC  awarded 73 scholarships since 
1987 with a  total program value of $50,300.  The majority of these funds were raised through member 
donations, endowments, and AAUW fundraisers. 
 
In 2020, AAUW CHAR/ARC invited all of the prior scholarship recipients to report their educational 
outcomes through the AAUW CHAR website (AAUWCHAR.COM) online survey.  12 responses were received. 
 
The following report shows excellent outcomes when compared to national norms: 

• No dropouts vs. 40% national dropout rate. 
• 92% acquired a degree vs. 28% national graduation rate. 
• 90% had child care support vs. a 40% national dropout rate due to child care costs 
• 20% at poverty level vs. 60% national poverty rate. 
• 80% are gainfully employed 
• All children under 18 were at the correct grade education level vs. the national average loss of 2/3 years 

toward a HS diploma. 
 

Henceforth, this research study will be continued annually to acquire a larger database of student 
outcomes. 
 
Respectfully Submitted – Lee Battershell/Vernon Chang 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

AAUW MISSION 

Advance Gender Equity 

Empower Women and Girls To Succeed Through 

Advocacy, Education, Research and Philanthropy….. 
 

AAUW CHAR EDUCATIONAL PROJECT 

Awards Scholarships To…. 
Single Parent Heads of Household Students… 

Attending  American River College… 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

Single Mom National Norm Data 

•  35 million single parent children (2016 study)… 

•  2 million single moms attend college (2012 study). 

•  ARC enrolled 1,739 single moms (2016) 

•  60% live at poverty level… 

•40% drop out due to child care… 

•  28% earn degree vs. 40% married moms… 

•  Single Parent Child Receives 2/3 Years less education… 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

Since 1987, AAUW CHAR Has… 

•  Awarded 73 Scholarships 

•  Single Parent Heads of Households… 

•  Average Value was $750… 

•   Total Program Value was $50,300… 

 

•  Scholarship Funding Sources… 

•  Member Donations, Endowments, and Fundraising 

events… 

•  Awards made with No Barriers… 

•  Race, Religion, Ethnicity, National Origin, Sexual 

Orientation..Etc.. 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

Notional Expectations – The Student Could: 

•    Defray Educational and Living Costs 

•  Earn  2-year AA Degree 

•  Pursue a Bachelor’s 4-year Degree 

•  Increase Her Earning Power 

•  Rise Above the Poverty Level 

•  Improve Her Child’s Education 

•  Become a Productive Citizen 

 

•  No Student Outcome Data Collected Since Award 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

The Need To Collect Student Outcome Data… 

•   Scholarship Funding has Declined… 

•  As the CHAR membership has Declined… 

•  Fundraising now includes Charity Foundation Grants… 

•  Grants Require Proof of Student Outcomes… 

 

•  Therefore, AAUW CHAR wishes To… 

•  Conduct a Single Parent Research Study that will compare… 

•  Actual Student Outcomes Against… 

•  Our Notional Scholarship Expectations, And… 

•  Single Parent National Norm Data… 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

AAUW CHAR/ARC Timeline 

TO COLLECT STUDENT OUTCOME DATA 

 

•  6/26/20 – Begin Research Study 

•  8/1/20 – Issue Scholarship List (CHAR) 

•  9/15/20 – Gather Contact Information (ARC) 

•  9/15/20 - Complete Survey (CHAR) 

•  9/15/20 – Automate Online Survey (CHAR) 

•  9/16/20 – Issue Request for Online Input (ARC) 

•  10/30/20 – Collect Online Data (CHAR) 

•  11/6/20  – Issue Report (CHAR) 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

National Norm: 

•  “28% earn degree vs. 40% married moms” 

 

Student Outcome Data: 

•  92% (11 of 12) earned 19 degrees.   

o  (12 - AAs, 5 – BA/BS, and 2 – Masters) 

o  Avg GPA = 3.72 

 

•   6 of 11 were first in family to earn a degree.   

o  3 had 3.9/4.0 GPAs, and became managers (Budget    
Analyst, HR Manager, Professor).  

o  2 are teachers (Instructional Design, Art).  

o  1 is student teacher (Will earn AA in 2021). 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

National Norm 

“60% live at poverty level” 

 

Student Outcome Data… 

•  80% of Single Mom families (8 of 10) are above    

the poverty income level. 

o  2 families (for 2) are below $21,720,  

o  5 families (for 2) are above $21,720,  

o  3 families (for 6) are above $35,160). 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

National Norm: 

“40% drop out due to child care” 

 

Student Outcome Data… 

•  No Dropouts 

•  90% (10 of 11) had access to family support 

•  Did not pay for child care. 

 
12 



Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

National Norm: 

“The Single Parent Child Receives 2/3 Years less education” 

 

Student Outcome Data 

•  32 children were reported: 

o  All 13 children below age 18 were at the correct 
grade level.  

o  15 children over 18 were at college level,  

o  4 over 18 were not reported.   

o  Parent modeling behavior had a positive effect 
on education.       
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

National Norm: 

“Did You Have a Language Barrier? 

 

Student Outcome Data 

•  3 of the 11 had a language barrier and overcame them.  

o  1 student is a registered nurse, is a year graduate 

student, and has a balanced life, 

o  1 student is student teaching, 

o  1 student is home bound due to covid 19). 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

 

National Norm: 

“Did You Reach Your Target Job?” 

 

Student Outcome Data 

•   8 of 10 are gainfully employed and living above the 

 poverty line:  

o  6 have met their goal,  

o  2 are employed temporarily,  

o  1 is unsure of her plans,  

o  1 is sidelined by covid. 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

SUMMARY 

•Dropouts – “40% dropout due to child care” 
•  No dropouts – 90% had family child care support 

•Degrees Earned  – “28% Single Mom vs. 40% Married Moms” 

•  92% (11 of 12) earned 19 degrees   

•  12-AAs, 5-BA/BS, 2 Masters, 

•  GPA Ave = 3.72,  4 @ 3.90/4.0 GPA,  1 @ Sumna Cum Laude 

• Poverty Levels – “60% Are At/Below Poverty Level 
• 80% (8 of 10) are above,  

• 20% (2 of 10) are below 

• Child Care – “40% dropout due to child care” 
•  90% (11/12) had family support and did not pay for child care 

• Child’s Education – “Single Parent Child loses 2/3 year education” 
•  13 under 18 at proper level, 14 over 18 at college level, 4 TBD 

•  Parent modeling behavior to seek degree has positive impact. 

• Productive Life – “Achieved Target Job?” 
•  8 of 10 are gainfully employed 

•  6 have met their goal, 2 are temporarily employed, 1 is unsure, 1 is sidelined by covid 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

2018  

Winners 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 

2019  
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(Group 1) 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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Single Parent Scholarship Research Study 
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